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IT'T=B ’85 batch
pledges I4.5cr
to alma mater

”] TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai; 0ld boys of IIT
Bombay played Santa to their
alma mater on Christas eve,
As part of their legacy proj-
ect, the class of 1985 pledged
Rs 4.5 crore to support tech-
nology and sustainable de-
velopment through academ-
ics and entrepreneurship
here on Friday.

Celebrating the silver ju-
bilee of their graduation,
they have already gifted Rs 2
crore and the rest will be

handed over on alumni day

on Sunday

“Promoting technology
and sustainable development
sends a message that we con-
sider them very important.
This will serve as a catalyst
for directing focus and re-
sources from the adminis-
tration and other funding
agencies towards this,” said
Amol Mahajani, the overall
batch coordinator.

IIT Bombay will use Rs 1
crore to set up a ‘Batch of 85
Chair Professorship’ in Tech-
nology and Sustainable De-
velopment. It is designed to
attract an eminent researcher
and teacher in the field.

Another Rs 1 crore will go
towards creating and funding
an IIT-B Business Plan Com-
petition in the same field, The
chair will then anchor the
competmon Apart from
prizes, winners will also be
mentored to ensure their
plans translate into success-
ful businesses.

Attracting good faculty is
also high on the tech school's
priority list. So, Rs 1 crore

IIT-B will use Tlcrto
set up a ‘Batch of 85
Chair Professorship’
in Technology and
Sustainable
Development.
Another X1crwill go
towards creating
and funding an lIT-B
Business Plan
Competition in the
same field

will be earmarked for sign-
ing bonus which will help at-
tract quality faculty. “Even
the B-plan competition is te
promote the spirit of entre-
preneurship among students,
as IITians are always criti-
cized as being job seekers and
not job creators,’! said
Ajay Bhagwat, an organizing
committee member from the
1985 batch.

From the balance, a
substantial amount will be
spent for retired faculty who
taught this batch. The mon-
ey will be, especially, used
to pay medical expenses of
their teachers.
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MBBS seats upped by 10k

MCI Clears Settmg Up Of 66 Medical Colleges Across Country

Dhananjay Mahapatra | T~n

New Delhi: Aiming to im-
prove the abysmal doctor-pa-
tient ratio in India, the Med-
ical Council of India (MCD has
permitted an increase of near-
1y 10,000 MBBS seats in med-
ical colleges from this yvear.
This means, after five to
six years, the country will pro-
-duce an additional 10,000 doc-
tors, taking the yearly output
to 45,000 from the present
35,000 MBBS passouts.

: MCI's Board of Governors,
led by chairman Shiv Kumar
Sarin, also accorded sanction
for 66 new medical colleges.
This was possible after MCI
downsized the land require-
ment for starting a new med-
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The huge increase in the
number of MBBS seats will
obviously need corresponding
increase in faculty. To address
the likely shortage of teaching
staff, MCI has recommended
increase in their retirement age
from 65 years to 70 years

ical college from the earlier .
stipulation of 25 acres to 10
acres. But the building size on
the 10 acres need not be any
smaller than the one that was
permitted to be built on 25
acres. The logic — it is diffi-
cult for organisations to find
25 acres in a township or a
metropolitan city.

Times of India ND 25/12/2010

" To further increase the
number of doctors available in
remote and far flung areas, the
Board has started discussions
with Army, Railways and Em-
ployees State Insurance Cor-
poration to start new medical
colleges as they have vast tracts
of land at their disposal.

Army authorities were
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open to the idea but were scep-
tical because of the fact that
children of armed forces per-
sonnel, under law, would not
be able to get any reservation
in these colleges,

MCI has given an attractive
proposal that the Army Rail-
ways and ESIC, after starting/
the medical colleges, could add
a stipulation that the MBBS
passouts would have towork a
minimum number of years in
their service. The huge in-
crease in the munber of MBBS
seats will obviously need cor-
responding increase in facul-
ty. To address the likely short-
age of teaching staff, MCI has
recommended increase in their
retirement age from the pres-
ent 65 years to 70 years.

Paralympian’s recovery: Legs regained, dreams lost

Amstelveen, Netherlands: Monigue
van der Vorst's competitive spirit
thrived even after she lost the use of
her legs as a teenager. She won two sil-
ver medals at the Beijing Paralympics
and hoped to win gold in London in 2012,

Those dreams are gone now, because
another was fulfilled: She began re-
gaining feeling in her legs over the sum-
mer, and now she can walk again.

Van der Vorst savors every step
through the snow. Every climb up the
stairs. The ability to look somebody in
the eye standing up. The Dutch 26-year-
old says she doesn't need Christmas this
year: “Every day was special.”

But her gift also means that more
than a decade after reinventing her life,
she has to reinvent it again. At the Lon-
don Paralympic Games, she had hoped
to win gold in both handcycling and
wheelchair racing. Now that she can
walk, she’s ineligible. Competing “was
such a passion,” she told AP from her

IRONWOMAN: Monigue van der Vorst (above),
wearing a neck brace after suffering a car crash,
powers down the roads of Beijing on her way to
silver during the 2008 Paralympic Games. (R)
Back on her feet, Monique poses in front of her
wheelchair at Amsterdam’s Olympic stadium

apartment, filled with Paralympic
medals and mementos, weight machines
and her idle handbike and wheelchair.
“It’s difficult because I need to find a

new purpose in life.”

“It is not easy for her because she
must say farewell to the Paralympics,”
said Andre Cats, head of the Dutch Par-

alympic Mission. “But in this we sup-
port her so she can make the transition.”
Van der Vorst was a 13-year-old field
hockey standout but kept on twisting her
ankle. She says an operation to correct
the problem went wrong and afterward,
“my leg swelled up, went purple and cold,
filled with liquid that stayed there.” She
said she couldn’t move her leg, even af-
ter the liquid subsided. She said doctors
still aren’t fully sure what caused the leg
to go limp. The following year, she lost
most movement in her right leg, too. “It
affected my muscles and nerves and
everything in the leg. When [ got it, peo-
ple didn’t really understand it.”
Vander Vorst can still feel the thrill
of the 2008 Paralympic Games, when
she missed gold in the 40km handcy-
cling road race by just 0.13 seconds.

She medaled ina neck brace. Months -

earlier while training on her handcy-
cle in Florida, she was hit by a car and
suffered spinal cord damage. “I don’t

know how I did it, but I had focus and a
goal,” she said. “Willpower did it.” She
thinks another accident in March played
a role in her recovery. On the island of
Mallorca, a cyclist rammed into her from
behind. The impact sent her crashing to
the ground. Her legs seized up with
spasms and it was back to rehab.

In June, she started to feel a tingling
sensation in her left foot. Her legs were
still thin from years of inaction, but be-
fore Jong she could feel them both. Stand-
ing up was the next step. She used her
powerful arms to hoist herself between
tables and dangled her feet to the ground,
gradually increasing the pressure, fore-
ingherself to build strength and balance.
The crash, she said, “zpparently lifted
thisblockage and recovery started. I find
it medicaily difficult to explain.”

There is no running for her yet, but
already her mind is racing forward. “It
would be a dream of me to do the Iron-
man as an abled athlete,” she said. ar
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Stem cells point to more
resilient cancer

eukemia patients with more genes

associated with cancer stem cells have a
“significantly poorer prognosis,” according to a
new study. A Stanford University study found
that “some cancers spring from and are
replenished by a small, hardy population of
self-renewing cells,” which could explain why
they resist treatment or cause patients to
relapse. The findings could be used to predict
outcomes in targe groups of patients and one
day altow doctors to better tailor clinical
treatments, researchers said,
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“-month-olds
can understand

others’

Washington: Babies as young
as seven months can under-
stand and consider others’ per-
spective, a new study has sug-
gested. This mental leap called
theory of mind was earlier
thought to occur in a child not
before four years of age. But,

the new study suggested that

by the time they are 15 months,
babies are aware that another
person has a different per-
spective on their surroundings.
The findings will contribute
to the understanding of a
process thought to be critical
to social interactions — the
ability to infer others’ mental
states. The approach the re-
searchers used for testing such
may also lead to earlier detec-
tion of developmental disor-
ders, said lead researcher
Agnes Melinda Kovacs of the
Hungarian Academy of Sci-
ences’ Institute for Psychology
“Developing tasks that can
be used with very young infants
will significantly contribute to
current efforts to achieve ear-
ly detection and diagnosis of
autism, and will pave the ways
towards early intervention
techniques,” Kovacs told Live-
Science. The researchers also
said that the ability in babies

views’

We are hat |
our father ate...

before our birth

You're what your father
eats, says a new study,
Aninternational team has
found that a father's diet
while growing up can
affect the future heaith of
his offspring — in fact,
paternal diet influences
lipid metabolising genes of
his children, the ‘Cell’
journal reported. Researc-
hers discovered that a fat-
her's lifestyle can be pas-
sed down to his children
because it “reprogra-

mmes” his genes, emi

to detect different perspectives
had been missed so far perhaps
because scientists didn't know
the right questions to ask, eni
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IT looks hd to high growth

Mini Joseph Tejaswi &
Pranay Nambiar

Bangalore: It's been a happy
2010 for the tech industry It
ushered in glimpses of recov-
ery, while the second half of
the vear brought in growth,
hiring and resilience, pump-
ing in a sense of confidence
back to the markets which
were shattered by the global
economic meltdown.

The highlight was the re-
vival and the resilience it
showed. IT companies post-
ed good numbers clearly sig-
nalling that therisk of adou-
ble dip recession emerging
and disrupting growth are
now behind us. Besides, hir-
ing plans and increments
were back on board, demon-
strating the feel good in the
sector. So while 2010 was
characterized by restructur-
ing, consolidation, pragmat-
ie learning and smart bud-
geting, 2011 will continue te
build on that and move
ahead, say industry experts.
“The outlook for 2011 is posi-
tive and promising and inno-
vation would be the key go-
ing forward,"” they said.

Kris  Gopalakrishnan,
CEQ of Infosys Technolo-
gies, says, “The year 2010
brought us out of the reces-
sion. Growth is back, hiring
numbers have picked up.
Nextyear,thefocuswillbeon
innovationaround emerging
technologies like cloud com-
puting and various mobile
technologies. On the busi-

SMEs face tough time

ness side, companies will fo-
cusonnew geographies, new
industries and new ways of
engaging clients.” It's not go-
ing to be limited to new tech-
nologies though. Avinash
Vashistha, CEQ of Tholcns
Inc, says verticals like retail,
healthcare and BFSI were
key growth drivers during
this year and these spaces
will continue to remain sun-
shine sectorsthroughout the
year ahead as well. “We ex-
pect IT and BPO sectors to
grow in 30% and 20% range
respectively. The outlook is
positive for large players.”
There is a word of cau-
tion for small and medium
companies though. Vashis-
tha says small and medium
enterprises were not able to
participate inthe growth sto-
ry of 2010 and their future
will continue to be grim in

2011 too. “That’s why we see-

certain companieslikei-gate
are trying to quickly gain
some weight and size,” he

said. Arup Roy, senior re-
serch analyst at Gartner In-
dia, echoes similar senti-
ments: “Thoughtheindustry
is on a positive footing there
are clear trends emerging
that marginal players could
face tough times and we can

" thus expect more consolida-

tion next vear.
AccordingtoSiddharth A
Pai, managing director, TPI,
2010 was an year of recovery
and restructuring of the
markets and existing con-
tracts. “Many large 5/7 year
deals were restructured and
renegotiated and large Indi-
an service providers were
able to win some of these
contractsthis year, Next'year

ooking

will bring in some incremen-

tal prowth in such contracts
won by domestic providers.
That means more work will
flow offshore, to India and
other low cost destinations
in 2011, which is good hews.”
Innovation truly iskey to
going forward in 2011. In the
product front, it willbe about
the point of design havingan
impact as a business advan-
tage in architecture, engi-
neering and construction
and manufacturing spaces.
*“Customers today are no
longer asking us if they

should use a model-based de-
sign approach but how inno-
vative solutions can help
them solve challenges of cre-
ating sustainable designs,
meeting the growing de-
mand for infrastructure, and
operating in a productive
and profitable manner. Simi-
larly for the manufacturing
sector and the vast number
of SMEsinthesegmentinlIn-
dia, good design is connect-
ing ideas and innovation;
turning those ideas intoare-
al inventions,” says Jayant
Keswani, head marketing,

- Autodesk India & SAARC.

On the end-user front,
2010 saw two fundamental
shifts—mobile phones be-
came more well rounded in
terms of features/function-
ality across segments and the
smart phone platform moved
from being a privilege of the
£lite to more mainstream. As
aresult, users consumed alot
more infotainment services
like music, email, and life en-
hancing services at the rural
level. 2011 will be about
smartphones demand soar-
ingdriven by 3Glaunch.

“Companies are investing
in building a strong services
portfolio and ecosystem part-
nerships across services
whether it is infotainment or
business productivity servie-
es for enterprises and SMBs
or life enhancing services for
rural and nonurban consum-
ers,” says V Ramnath, direc-
tor, operator channel, Nokia
India.
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Focus on higher education to leverage

' DEMOGRAPHIC ADVANTAGE

States need to improve
the efficiency of
spending on education
and the quality of
teaching at schools
and universities

HE global marketplace and indeed
the world economy is changing rap-
idly and these changes are impacting
the way we dobusiness, eam aliving
and grow within India as well. About
51% of India’s population is less than 25 years
old. While this gives India a large demographic
advantage, states in India need to focus on edu-
cationto ensure that an educated and appropri-
ately trained/skilled workforce is ready to tap
the epporwunities of the time. However, in-

creased govemment spending on education .

since 2007 notwithstanding, 142 million chil-
dren in India are denied primary and secondary
education and a third of the nation’s population
cannot read. Clearly, with the Indian economy
growing rapidly, fuelled by the rise of knowl-
edge-intensive and hi-tech sectors like ICT, au-
tomotives, pharmaceuticals and others, states
must ensure quality education to enable Indians
reap the benefits of economic growth.

In order to understand which states in India
are prioritising education, we considered four
indicators — higher secondary school enrol-
ment, government revenue expenditure on ed-
ucation, number of universities and women's
literacy rates. These indicators serve as good
pointers to the condition of education in a state
and impact on economic growth,

Smallstates target education as the recipe
for growth; need more focus
The hifl states of Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh will benefit from high per capita school
enrolment figures, which are much higher than
the national average of approximately 3,230 stu-
dents per lakh people, even as their GDP growth
rates are above the national average, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Haryana, Goa and Dethi are other states
with healthy GDP growth as well as school enrol-
ment figures, These, except for Haryana, are also
among the top 10states in terms of per capita rev-
enue on education, arts and culture. Thisindicates
thateducation is a dear priority in these states.

‘Women’s literacy is another dimension and
*the one widely seen to have a big impact on
economicgrowth. Many small states fare well
in this regard. Kerala clearly stands out with
exemplary female literacy rate (87.72%). The
state also shows healthy school enrolment
figures, good government expenditure and
sadequate infrastructure.

‘The fact that these states are small—both in
geographical area and population — requires

HOW INDIAN STATES PRIORITISE EDUCATION
Small states; Suralog ahead: peed tocus

them to pay attention to the quality of their hu-
man resources if they have to attract investment
and successfully harness their natural endow-
ments. For instance, both Uttarakhand and Hi-
machal Pradesh have focused on creating indus-
trial zones. The success of these industrial zones
depends on the availability of employable talent
locally. besides power, cost of land, logistics and
government incentives,

From a competitiveness perspective, these
states would need to align skills imparted by
theinstitutions in the state with the skills to be
required by the industry in the future, States,
therefore, need to make a realistic projection
of labour that would be required by the in-
dustries the state is promoting as well as by
those industries that already exist, and then
focus on developing institutions that can train
people who can be placed in these industries.
This is the key 1o enable people to avail of the
opportunities within their home state, instead
of being forced to migrate to other states or
metros for employment.

Large syates: Daunted, need to leverage Infrastructurs

ARINDAM

Large states daunted buask of educating

masses despite adequate infrastructure
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra are the only two
large states with good higher enrolment figures for
highersecondary scheol. Otherlarge statessuch as
West Bengal and Kamataka, that have healthy
GDP growth, and even Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh, that have substantially higher GDP
growth than the national average, show poor per
capita highersecondary school enrolment. Mad-
hya Pradesh scores low on both counts. Large
states, with the exception of Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra and West Bengal, are also at the bottom of
the list when it comes to fernale literacy.
Educatinga large population isa challenge for
big states. If we look at the figures for govern-
ment expenditure, this is evident. Large states
do not figure among the top 10 spenders per
lakh population. Yet, West Bengal spends more
on education, ants and culture than Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra that show good enrolment fig-
ures. Madhya Pradesh and Untar Pradesh spend
the least per capita on education. .

Ironically, these large states have the best infra-
structure in the country. Uttar Pradesh has the
largest number of universities (29}, followed by
Maharashtra (27), Tamil Nadu (22), Andhra
Pradesh (20}, Madhya Pradesh (19), Bihar (17),
Karnataka (16) and West Bengal (14). However,
the quality of educationimparted by these institu-
donsisamatter of concern. Statessuchas Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh are neither able toad- -
equately fund their educational institutions, nor
retain quality faculty. Inadequate employment
opportunities for graduates furtherstrengthen the
cyde of out-migration, leaving such statesbereft of
their knowledge workers and lowering the moti-
vation for profit-making corporations to invest in
these locations. This has, however, been changing
in specific cities where centres of learning, corpo-
rate will and attractive location factors are fuelling
clusters of industry in specific verticals. Bangalore
in Karnataka has ernerged as a hub for the IT in-
dustry and so has Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh.
Uttar Pradesh has world-class institutions like the
Indian Institute of Technology at Kanpur, Indian
Institute of Management at Lucknowand the Ba-
naras Hindu University at Varanasi, but has been
unable to develop industries around these to har-
ness the resident knowledge from these places
and employ the graduates. The standards of state-
level universities that attract local students must
also be simultaneously raised while local employ-
mentopportunities are aeated.

Low-performing states need urgent inter~
vention to progress

Some of the small and mid-sized states that do
not fare so well need specific intervention.
Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Gujarat and Nagaland
have poor higher secondary school enrolments
despite moderate ahd high GDP growth. Jhark-
hand, Punjab and Assam have low GDP growth.
rates and low school enrolment. Otherthan Na-
galand, Punjab and Gujarat, these are also the
states with low female literacy.

Rajasthan is on the cusp of both GDP growth
and school enrolment. However, Rajasthan has
surprisingly high government expenditure on
education, showing that the state has prioritised
education andis determined to cross overinto a
better performer in the nextdecade. States such
as Chhattisgarh and Jharkand, which do not
have a single university yet, need to urgently
create the right infrastructure to raise their hu-
mar capacity and attract investment.

Long-term benefits on the horizon

States need to focus on the benefits that educa-
tion provides in the long term. A literate popula-
tion results in controlled populatien growth
rates over time, High-quality workforce will al-
low states to boost economic growth by focusing
on more sophisticated and value-added indus-
tries and services instead of merely continuing
to invite investment in basic manufacturingand
service activities.

"The increased productivity that a trained
workforce can deliver results in enhanced pros-
perity and better distribution of wealth, which
are the ultimate goals of governments and pri-
vate sector corporations alike.

INSTITUTE FOR COMPETITIVENESS

Higher secondary enrolment vs GDP

GDP  Noof Female Expenditure on GbP  Noof Female Expenditureon 14~
State growth universities Enrolment# literacy*  educationd growth universities Enrolment* literacy*  education# 12-
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Nverha to

ADIEU Outgoing vice-chancellor recalls his
five-year stint at the politically charged institute

Charu Sudan Kasturl

o charu kasturi®hindustantimas. com

NEW DELH: Managing the politi-
cally charged Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) for five years
without once calling the police
into the campus ranks as his
biggest source of satisfaction as
he packs his bags, said the out-
going vice-chancellor BB
Bhattacharya,

Seated amid half-filled car-
tons in his office, waiting for the
call to vacate his workplace of
five years, Bhattacharya spoke
to the Hindustan Times about
his achievements and chal-
lenges — peppered with advice
for his successor,

“What makes me happiest is
that [ was never gheraced by
students and never had to call
the police into the campus. This
is something unique in the his-
tory of JNU,” Bhattacharya said,
ashegotuptopull out of a
packed bag a cartoon poster in
which the students had com-
pared him to Hitler

“This is my one takeaway
from here,” he said laughing.

Bhattacharya's term ended
earlier this year and the HRD
ministry has recommended
geneticist SK Sopory as his sue-
cessor. The President of India
is expected to appoint Bhatta-
charya’s successor any day.

Since he took over in 2004
from his predecessor GK

N

» BB Bhattacharya

Chadha, Bhattacharya has
increased the number of stu-
dents covered by fellowships to
90%. Today, almost 98% stu-
dents have hostel accommeoda-
tion, said Bhattacharya. The
library is digitised, and students
ean access online journals that
JNU subscribes to. All teach-
ers have laptops.

Under a scheme started by
Bhattacharya, science teachers
receive additional grants of ¥10
lakh apart from 25 lakh as seed
money. Humanities teachers
receive grants of 3 lakh and
seed money of T lakh,

Existing classrooms and
schools were renovated, and
new schools and hostels start-
ed. “The first time | walked

through the schools on joining,
[ realised how dirty the toilets
were. Cleaning them was my
first priority,” Bhattacharya
laughed.

Generators were purchased
to ensure that academic activ-
ity does no suffer due to the
power cuts that plague Delhiin
sumimers.

“Water shortage was a mas-
sive problem during summers.
I came up with a project under
which we today receive water
round-the-clock,” Bhattacharya
said.

But Bhattacharya has faced
massive criticism too — from
students, teachers and
even sections of the govern-
ment who were against his
decision not to implement reser-
vations in direct entry to pro-
fessor posts.

“I have no regrets. But it is
true that the reservation issue
gave them (critics) an oppor-
tunity to attack,” he said. His
critics have aceused him of
caste bias, but Bhattacharya
insists he did what he felt was
best for JNU.

Bhattacharya said he would
advise his successor to stick to
his convictions and not leok for
compromise solutions. “Dissent
is good. But the final call rests
with the CEQ,

“If you try to please every-
one in JNU, you end up
nowhere,” he said.

Page 6 of 11



London, Dec. 24: The
world’s strangest observato-
1y, as big as a cubic kilome-
tre, has come up 8,000 feet
beneath the Antarctic ice at
the South Pole.

The gigantic telescope,
known as IceCube Neutrino
Observatory, will detect elu-
sive subatomic particles
called neutrinos travelling
through earth at the speed of
light, .

Very little is known about
neutrinos, but they are
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Giant observatory 8,000 feet beneath Antarctic ice

tion about the birth of our
galaxy and.the mystery of
black holes, the Daily Mail
said.

Physicists think that the
particles are bom when vio-
lent cosmic events, such as
colliding galaxies or distant
black holes, occur at the
very edges of the universe,
said the report.

Travelling unhindered bil-

lions of light years through [g

space, these mysterious
high-energy particles could

the most fundamental ques-
- tions about the universe. But
first you have to find them.
So scientists are using ice to
watch that rare occasion
when a neutrino crashes into
one of the atoms making up
the molecules of water ice.
1 The collision between a neu-
trino and an atom produces
particles known as “muons”
1n a flash of blue light called
“Cherenkov radiation.”
In the ultra transparency of
the Antarctic ice, the optical

believed to carry informa- provide answers to some of
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Civil services aspirants ask
UPSC to reveal marks

staff Reporter

VEW DELHI: Aspirants prepar-
ng for the Civil Services ex-
iminations have demanded
-hat the Union Public Service
Comimmission reveal marks at-

-ained by applicants who ap- -

seared for the Preliminary
sxamination in 2010 in line
with the Supreme Court or-
ler of December 3 in re-
sponse to a special leave
setition filed by aggrieved
-andidates.

_The candidates had earlier
yrganised a 52-day protest at
Jantar Mantar here demand-
ng that the UPSC publish the
marks attained in the prelim-
nary exam, alleging that over
1,000 deserving candidates
~ere denied a chance to take

the Maintest. _

They said a human or tech-
nical error ended up restrict-
ing the number of candidates
who qualified to just 12,394
despite there being 965 noti-
fied vacancies. In contrast in
2009, they said, 12,800 stu-
dents qualified though there
were just 585 vacancies.

The Supreme Court in its
order had directed the UPSC
to follow the order by a Single
Judge of the Dethi High Court
in 2006 which was later af-
firmed by a Division Bench of
the High Court in 2008.

The Supreme Court order
will require the UPSC to dis-
close within two weeks the
marks assigned to all aspi-
rants in the preliminary ex-
amination.

sensors of the telescope

detect this blue light. The
trail left in the wake of the
subatomic collision allows
scientists to trace the direc-
tion of the incoming neutri~
no, back to its point of ori-
gin, be it a black hole or a
crashing galaxy. The entire
project costs $279 million.
The final stretch of* con-
struction ended with the
drilling of the last of the 86
holes for the 5,160 optical
sensors  that are now
installed to form the main
detector. —IANS
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Over 4.82 lakh to take II'T
entrance test in April

KANPUR: Over 4.82 lakh stu-
dents will appear for the Indi-
an Institute of Technology
joint entrance examination
(UIT-JEE) on April 10 next
year seeking seats in the 15
prestigious engineering col-
leges across the country.

The number of candidates
appearing for the test this
year has gone up to 482,014

against 4.72 lakh last year, Of-
ficial sources said IIT-Bom-
bay has received the highest
number of applications with
84,845 students registering
for the test, while IIT-Guwa-
hati is at the bottom with

57,573 applicants.

~ The exam will be held un-
der the supervision of IIT-
Kanpur, -PTI
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NIIT Tech buys
electronic
health records
management
platform

. OurBureay N

_New Delhi, Dec, 24 :
IT solutioris company NIIT
Technologies has acquired an
electronic health records apd
referral management platform
to get into the healthcare seg-
ment in the US. NII'T Tech did
not divulge the financial details
of the IP asset acquisition.

The platform’ ‘Preferr* (or .

Patient Referral System) en-
ables collaboration between
healthcare providers including
physicians, hospitals, diagnos-
tic facilities and laboratories.
The US  Government
through the American Recov-

ery and Reinvestment Bill of |

2009 has mandated physicians
to focus on providing better
patient care by Electronic
Health Records sharing among
hospitals and specialists.
. NIIT Technologies said
‘Prefert’ improves the continu-
ity and quality of care for the .
patient and operational effi.
ciencies for all practices.
“The acquisition of ‘Preferr
is the first step towards provid-
ing solutions in healthcare IT,
The platform enables provid-
ers to meet the federal guide-
lines on meaningful use
criteria for electronic health
records and will enable us to
establish our presence in the
healthcare arena,” said Mr Ar-
vind Thakur, CEQ, NTIT Tech-
nologies Ltd, in a statement.
Earlier this year, the compa-
ny had appointed Mr Dhamu
Narayanan as head of its
healthcare practice. Speaking
to Business Line in Qctober
this year, Mr Thakur had said
NIIT Technologies - would
soon finalise its strategy for the
new vertical with the focus on
the USmarket.
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